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Much interest has been concentrated recently on the Aegean Sea, an eastern Mediterranean basin situated within
a climatic transition zone which represents an important source area of new deep water for the entire eastern
Mediterranean. Recent paleoceanographic research has shown that the Aegean Sea sediment record, although
featuring organic-rich sapropel layers that demonstrated periodically different productivity, circulation and
preservation conditions in the past, provides a direct link to the high-latitude Holocene climate influences.
This is superimposed on the underlying subtropical/tropical control on the eastern Mediterranean Sea hydrography
and ecosystem, suggesting that paloclimatic conditions that accompanied sapropel deposition were not always
uniform.

This research uses the inorganic and organic chemistry of coccolithophores to monitor changes in sea wa-
ter chemistry and ecology during the sapropel S1 deposition in the Aegean Sea. In particular d18O on coccoliths of
Emiliania huxleyi has been analyzed from a number of samples spanning S1 from the SE Aegean core NS-14 and
the North Aegean core 152SL. Age model, marine biogeochemical conditions and SSTs derived from alkenones,
are well determined in both cores. The calculated d18Ow variability is related to both changes in freshwater input
and carbonate ion concentration. d18Ow decreases (approx. 0.6 o/oo) before S1 deposition, demonstrating fresher
conditions and a possible runoff source for nutrient delivery.

Here we will present various lines of coccolithophore evidence in support of this conclusion, as well as
corroborating planktonic foraminiferal d18O data from the surface-dwelling species, Globigerinoides ruber.


