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mangrove mollusks along an environmental gradient at Teyab, Persian
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Management of coastal environments requires understanding of ecological relationships among different habitats
and their biotas.. The mollusk diversity and density and sedimentological properties of mangrove (Avicennia
marina) stands of two different seasons in Teyab have been compared. Pollutant area and cleaner area showed
clear separation on the basis of environmental characteristics and benthic mollusks. Numbers of mollusks taxa
were generally larger at cleaner sites, and numbers of individuals of several taxa were also larger at other sites.
The total number of individuals was not different between the two seasons, largely due to the presence of large
numbers of the Mud-living gastropod Cerithium cingulata at the pollutant sites. Differences in the Mollusks were
coincident with differences in the nature of the sediment. Sediments in cleaner stands were more compacted and
contained lesser organic matter and leaf litter. Analysis of sediment chemistry suggested that mangrove sediment
in the Cleaner sites were able to take up more N and P than those in the other sites.
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