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Boundless Science

F. Spilhaus

Our science is critical to understanding the future prospects for life. The laboratory for natural sciences encom-
passes our planet and reaches into the solar system. The forces of nature respect no boundaries. But, we who try to
understand these forces are handicapped by national, political, language, religious, and other concocted barriers.
These barriers limit both our effectiveness as scientists and our ability to reach those outside our community who
need to know what we have uncovered about our environment. An unencumbered worldwide scientific community
has been an objective with limited successes for too long. Action began in earnest after the first world war with the
formation of the various scientific Unions and ICSU. Fifty years later Keith Runcorn initiated another approach,
when he proposed what quickly became EGS and which has grown and evolved with the merger with EUG. To be
truly effective we need to communicate and share comfortably with colleagues worldwide. Personal relationships
and trust are required. We count on a high level of ethical behavior within our community. We individually must
also be constantly vigilant for the encroachment of the manmade barriers that have held back science through time
immemorial. Our scientific organizations cannot achieve this alone. They will facilitate, however, the onus is on
each of us to reach out and form interlocking informal communities, which will bring our whole planet-wide com-
munity together at many overlapping levels. When we achieve this community, our science will more bountiful
and better address the needs of human society.



