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The actual Brussels’ landscape is the result of a progressing anthropisation and urbanisation. Traces of these
processes have been conserved in the urban soil. In order to clarify and identify them, a research protocol involving
archaeopedology, micro-archaeology and archaeobotany has been developed (DEVOS et al., 2009). Research has
so far focussed on the early phases of urban development (10th-13th century AD), which remains a historical
poorly documented period. The study of the urban soil and more particularly of the Dark Earth witnesses profound
transformations of the environment ensuing human activities such as agriculture, pasturing or quarrying.

A second research focus has been the accumulation of ancient pollution in the historical town centre. An-
cient texts mention repeatedly nuisances caused by several artisanal activities, as well as the presence of all kind
of waste deposits (DELIGNE, 2003). Unfortunately, these sources do not provide reliable data on the importance
of the different kinds of pollution. The systematic application of the interdisciplinary research protocol during the
follow up of archaeological excavations throughout the historical town centre shows a growing impact of heavy
metal pollution for several sites in the upper part of the city while the sites in the lower part of the city are mainly
affected by organic pollution, related to agricultural and artisanal activities.
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