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The journal crisis and the demand for free accessibility to the results of publicly funded research were the main
drivers of the Open Access movement since the late 1990’s. Besides many academic institutions that support the
different ways of Open Access publishing, there is a growing number of publishing houses that are specialized on
this new access and business model of scholarly literature.

The lecture provides an overview of the different kinds of Open Access publishing, discusses the variety of
underlying business models, names the advantages and potentials for researches and the public, and overcomes
some objections against Open Access.

Besides the increased visibility and information supply, the topic of copyrights and exploitation rights will
be discussed. Furthermore, it is a central aim of the presentation to show that Open Access does not only support
full peer-review, but also provides the potential for even enhanced quality assurance. The financing of business
models based on open accessible literature is another important part to be outlined in the lecture.



