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Understanding the early tectonic formation of oceans is important since, for example, the position of petroleum-
rich basins is strongly dependent on the
stretching history of the plates. The first stages of the South
Atlantic opening are not precisely defined; at least six competing models describe this process.
Comparing these models is complicated by two factors: firstly,
different time-scales are used; secondly, two different opening ages
for the South Atlantic are suggested, 150 Ma and 130 Ma.

This study is focused on the implications these different models have
for the rates of opening. To perform the comparison, the reconstructions have been carefully converted to the same
time-scale.
From this basis, we analyse the implications of the different models
for the relative velocities between South America and Africa at
different points along the margin.


