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ESONET , a milestone towards sustained multidisciplinary ocean
observation.
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At the end of a 4 year project dedicated to the constitution of a Network of Excellence (NoE) on subsea
observatories in Europe, large expectations are still in the agenda. The economical crisis changes the infrastructure
construction planning in many ways but the objectives are quite clear and may be reached at European scale.

The overall objective of the ESONET NoE was to create an organisation able to implement, operate and maintain
a sustainable underwater observation network, extending into deep water, capable of monitoring biological,
geo-chemical, geological, geophysical and physical processes occurring throughout the water column, sea floor
interface and solid earth below. This main objective of ESONET has been met by creating the network of 11
permanent underwater observation sites together with the “ESONET Vi” Virtual Institute organising the exchange
of staff and joint experiments on EMSO large research infrastructure observatories.

The development of recommendations on best practices, standardization and interoperability concepts concerning
underwater observatory equipment, as synthetized by the so called ESONET Label document has been created.
The ESONET Label is a set of criteria to be met by the deep-sea observatory equipment as well as recommended
solutions and options to guarantee their optimal operation in the ocean over long time periods.

ESONET contributes to the fixed point sustained observatory community which extends worldwide, is fully
multidisciplinary and in its way may open a new page in ocean sciences history.



