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In April 2009, the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) decided to prepare a new special report with
involvement of the UN International Strategy for Disaster Reduction (ISDR) on the topic “Managing the Risks
of Extreme Events and Disasters to Advance Climate Change Adaptation” (SREX, http://ipcc-wg2.gov/SREX/).
This special report reviews the scientific literature on past and projected changes in weather and climate extremes,
and the relevance of such changes to disaster risk reduction and climate change adaptation. The SREX Summary
for Policymakers was approved at an IPCC Plenary session on November 14-18, 2011, and the full report is
planned for release in February 2012. This presentation will provide an overview on the structure and contents of
the SREX, focusing on Chapter 3: “Changes in climate extremes and their impacts on the natural physical environ-
ment” [1]. It will in particular present the main findings of the chapter, including differences between the SREX’s
conclusions and those of the IPCC Fourth Assessment of 2007, and the implications of this new assessment
for disaster risk reduction. Finally, aspects relevant to impacts on the biogeochemical cycles will also be addressed.
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