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The likelihood and adverse impacts of water-related disasters, such as floods and landslides, are increasing in
many countries because of changes in climate and land-use. This presentation illustrates some preliminary results
of a comprehensive demonstration of the benefits of risk prevention measures, carried out within the European
FP7 KULTURisk project. The study is performed by using a variety of case studies characterised by diverse
socio-economic contexts, different types of water-related hazards (floods, debris flows and landslides, storm
surges) and space-time scales. In particular, the benefits of state-of-the-art prevention initiatives, such as early
warning systems, non-structural options (e.g. mapping and planning), risk transfer strategies (e.g. insurance
policy), and structural measures, are showed. Lastly, the importance of homogenising criteria to create hazard
inventories and build memory, efficient risk communication and warning methods as well as active dialogue with
and between public and private stakeholders, is highlighted.


