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Sustainability transitions are radical transformations towards a sustainable society as a response to a number of
persistent problems confronting contemporary modern societies. The most striking example of such a persistent
problem is the current economic and financial crisis. This crisis is only a symptom of a deeper-lying systems crisis,
which is rooted in the disbalance between overly consuming and producing during the last decennia on the one
hand and exhausting our natural resources and materials on the other hand. The perverse effects of this disbalance
are not accounted for in the economic order that we have created. This means that the economic order is not
sustainable in the long run. Without a fundamental shift, a transition, to a new, sustainable economy, we will revert
to old patterns and mechanisms that will automatically generate the next crises. In this transition process we are at
a turning point. On the verge of a new era, characterized by a battle of the old paradigm against the new one, with
a crucial role for sustainable innovation. Such a transition perspective might help to unravel the unprecedented
complexity of the interrelated economic, financial, energy and climate crisis and to shed some light on structural,
sustainable solutions.


