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Due to the introduction of new degrees on the College of Agricultural Engineering of the Technical University of
Madrid adapted to the European Space for Higher Education (Bologna), we have made a comparative study of
academic achievement obtained by the students during their first year at the Centre according to different curricula.
We used data from 2 curricula leading to the degree in Agricultural Engineering, Curriculumn 74 (6 years and
annual structure) and Curriculum 96 modified in 2006 (5 years with quarterly structure) and the new curriculum
in grades (4 years semi-structured). It has been used as a data source, the qualifications of new students during the
last three years prior to the extinction of the curriculum.The study shows that current rates of academic success or
failure and dropout during the first year of college are very similar to those happening 12 years ago, when it was
assumed that the preparation of students from high school was much higher than today.

Keywords: Academic performance, curricula, Bologna.
References

A. Perdigones, E. Gallego, N. Garcia, P. Fernandez and L. Lleo. Study on the relationship between basic
and applied subjects in Agricultural Engineering. Geophysical Research Abstracts, Vol. 14, EGU2012-1917-7,
2012.

Augusto Arce, Ana Maria Tarquis, Javier Caniego, Jesus Vazquez, Augusto Serrano and Maria Carmen
Cartagena. New Titles Implementation in the Framework of European Higher Education Area at E.T.S. Ingenieros
Agrénomos of Madrid: Education Planning. Geophysical Research Abstracts, Vol. 13, EGU2011-11509, 2011.

M. Carmen Cartagena, A.M. Tarquis, J. Vazquez, A. Serrano and A. Arce. The future in Agricultural En-
gineering: news degrees in the Universidad Politécnica de Madrid (UPM). Geophysical Research Abstracts, Vol.
12, EGU2010-15068, 2010.

A. Silveira, A. Perdigones, and J.L.. Garcia. Training in software used by practicing engineers should be
included in university curricula. Geophysical Research Abstracts,
Vol. 11, EGU2009-2267, 20009.

MC Cartagena, AM Tarquis and A Arce. New engineering: from knowledge to competences. Geophysical
Research Abstracts, Vol. 11, EGU2009-11649, 2009.

A. Perdigones, J.L. Garcia, R. M. Benavente and A. M. Tarquis. Demanded competences in the agricul-
tural engineering sector in Spain. Geophysical Research Abstracts, Vol. 11, EGU2009-4431, 2009.



