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Vulnerability assessment is influenced by a number of factors, including risk perception. This paper investigates
the vulnerability of people living in the middle basin of the Aries river region, a former mining area, to natural and
technologic hazards. The mining industry lead to significant environmental changes, which combined with the
social problems caused by its decline (high unemployment rate, low income and old age) raised the level of the
vulnerability in the area. This case study is unique, as it includes an evaluation of risk perception and its influence
on the social vulnerability and resilience of local communities to disasters.
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