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The EU FP7 QWeCI project Quantifying Weather and Climate Impacts on health in developing countries
(www.liv.ac.uk/qweci) has 13 partners with 7 of these in Africa. The geographical focus of the project is in Sene-
gal, Ghana and Malawi. In all three countries the project has a strong scientific dissemination outlook as well as
having field based surveillance programmes in Ghana and Senegal to understand more about the local parameters
controlling the transmission of malaria and in Senegal of Rift Valley fever. The project has a strong and active
climate science activity in using hindcasts of the new System 4 seasonal forecasting system at ECMWF; to further
develop the use of monthly to seasonal forecasts from ensemble prediction systems; within project downscaling
development; the assessment of decadal ensemble prediction systems; and the development and testing of vector
borne disease models for malaria and Rift Valley fever. In parallel with the science programme the project has
a large outreach activity involving regular communication and bi-lateral exchanges, science and decision maker
focused workshops. In Malawi a long range WiFi network has been established for the dissemination of data. In
Senegal where they is a concentration of partners and stakeholders the project is gaining a role as a catalyst for
wider health and climate related activity within government departments and national research bodies along with
the support and involvement of local communities. Within these wider community discussions we have interactive
inputs from African and European scientists who are partners in the project.

This paper will show highlights of the work completed so far and give an outline to future development
and to encourage a wider user interaction from outside of the current project team and their direct collaborators.


