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Climate, like weather, has no limits. Therefore the World Meteorological Organization (WMO), a specialized
United Nations organization, has established a three-level infrastructure to better serve its member countries. This
structure comprises Global Producing Centres for Long-range Forecasts (GPCs), Regional Climate Centres (RCCs)
and National Meteorological or Hydrometeorological Services (NMHSs), in most cases representing their countries
in WMO governance bodies. The elements of this infrastructure are also part of and contribute to the Global
Framework for Climate Services (GFCS) agreed to be established by World Climate Conference 3 (WCC-3) and
last year’s Sixteenth World Meteorological Congress (WMO Cg-XVI).
RCCs are the core element of this infrastructure at the regional level and are being establish in all WMO Regional
Associations (RAs), i.e. Africa (RA I); Asia (II); South America (III); North America, Central America and the
Caribbean (IV); South-West Pacific (V); Europe (VI). Addressing inter-regional areas of common interest like
the Mediterranean or the Polar Regions may require inter-regional RCCs. For each region the RCCs follow a user
driven approach with regard to governance and structure as well as products generated for the users in the respective
region.
However, there are common guidelines all RCCs do have to follow. This is to make sure that services are provided
based on best scientific standards, are routinely and reliably generated and made available in an operational mode.
These guidelines are being developed within WMO and make use of decade-long experience gained in the business
of operational weather forecast.
Based on the requirements of the 50 member countries of WMO RA VI it was agreed to establish the WMO RCC
as a network of centres of excellence that create regional products including long-range forecasts that support
regional and national climate activities, and thereby strengthen the capacity of WMO Members in the region to
deliver better climate services to national users.
On 1 June 2009 the WMO RA VI Pilot RCC-Network started its pilot phase to demonstrate its capability to provide,
on an operational day-to-day basis, the products agreed upon by the member countries of RA VI. On 5 October
2011 the process to become formally designated WMO RA VI RCC-Network was initiated, and it is expected that
the designation will happen mid to end 2012.
The presentation will describe the global and regional activities related to RCCs and explain in more details the
situation in WMO RA VI (Europe).


