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The Trans-African Hydro-Meteorological Observatory (www.tahmo.org) is an initiative to develop, deploy, and
operate 20,000 measurement stations in sub-Saharan Africa. Until recently, the activities have been limited but the
project is now moving ahead and has developed activities in Zambia and Ghana. Design, Education, and Operation
are the three main lines along which the initiative has been developing. Design follows a set of rules that serve easy
deployment and operation, such as absence of moving parts and cavities, self- and cross calibration of sensors, and
low cost (C 200-300 per station). Education is central to the success of the project. The idea is that stations will be
deployed at high schools and that educational material will be developed for the science curriculum. This approach
will ensure good social embedding and acceptance as well as help create a generation of scientists and technicians
with hands-on environmental monitoring experience. Operation focuses on the long-term financial sustainability
of the network. Raw data will be made available for scientific use but value added products will be produced
to financed maintenance and operation. The main purposes of the presentation are to provide details on recent
developments, broaden the number of institutes involved and, especially, open discussion on further development
of the initiative.


