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The NEED (National Energy Education Development) Project is a non-profit organization which provides a wide
range of K-12 curriculum on energy education topics. The curriculum is specific for primary, elementary, inter-
mediate and secondary levels with age appropriate activities and reading levels. The NEED Project covers a wide
range of topics from wind energy, nuclear energy, solar energy, hydropower, hydrogen, fossil fuels, energy conser-
vation, energy efficiency and much more. One of the major strengths of this organization is its Teacher Advisory
Board. The curriculum is routinely revised and updated by master classroom teachers who use the lessons and
serve on the advisory board. This ensures it is of the highest quality and a useful resource. The NEED Project
through a variety of sponsors including businesses, utility companies and government agencies conducts hundreds
of teacher professional development workshops each year throughout the United States and have even done some
workshops internationally. These workshops are run by trained NEED facilitators. At the workshops, teachers gain
background understanding of the energy topics and have time to complete the hands on activities which make up
the curriculum. The teachers are then sent a kit of equipment after successfully completing the workshop. This al-
lows them to teach the curriculum and have their students perform the hands on labs and activities in the classroom.
The NEED Project is the largest provider of energy education related curriculum in the United States. Their efforts
are educating teachers about energy topics and in turn educating students in the hope of developing citizens who
are energy literate. Many of the hands on activities used to teach about various energy sources will be described
and demonstrated.


