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To better exploit any environmental dataset it is necessary to provide detailed information (metadata) capable to
furnish the best data description. Operating environmental data and information networking requires the long-term
investment of financial and human resources. As these resources are scarce, ensuring sustainability can be a strug-
gle. Then, to use more effectively human and economic resources and to avoid duplication, it is essential to test
existing models and, where appropriate, replicate strategies and experiences.

For the above reasons, it has been programmed to pilot a project to implement and test a metadata catalogue’s net-
working, involving Countries afferent the Mediterranean Region, to demonstrate that the adoption of open source
and free software and international interoperability standards can contribute to the alignment of I&TC resources to
achieve environmental information sharing.

This pilot, planned in the frame of the EGIDA FP7 European Project, aims to support the implementation of a
replication methodology for the establishment of national/regional environmental information nodes on the bases
of the System of Systems architecture concept, to support the exchange of environmental information in the frame
of the Barcelona Convention and to incept a Mediterranean scale joint contribution to GEOSS focusing on part-
nership, infrastructures and products.

To establish the partnership and to conduce interoperability tests, this pilot project build on the Info-RAC (In-
formation and Communication Activity Centre of the United Nation Environmental Programme — Mediterranean
Action Plan) and GEO (Group on Earth Observations) networks.



