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Throughout the world, climate services are required to address urgent needs for climate-informed decision-making,
policy and planning. These needs were explored in detail at the first International Conference on Climate Services
(ICCS), held in New York in October 2011. After lengthy discussions of needs and capabilities, the conference
culminated in the creation of the Climate Services Partnership (CSP).

The CSP is an informal interdisciplinary network of climate information users, providers, donors and re-
searchers interested in improving the provision and development of climate services worldwide. Members of the
Climate Services Partnership work together to share knowledge, accelerate learning, develop new capacities, and
establish good practices. These collaborative efforts will inform and support the evolution and implementation of
the Global Framework for Climate Services.

The Climate Services Partnership focuses its efforts on three levels. These include:

1. encouraging and sustaining connections between climate information providers, users, donors, and re-
searchers
2. gathering, synthesizing and disseminating current knowledge on climate services by way of an online knowledge
management platform
3. generating new knowledge on critical topics in climate service development and provision, through the creation
of focused working groups on specific topics

To date, the Climate Services Partnership has made progress on all three fronts. Connections have been
fostered through outreach at major international conferences and professional societies. The CSP also maintains a
website and a monthly newsletter, which serves as a resource for those interested in climate services. The second
International Conference on Climate Services (ICCS2) will be held in Berlin in September.

The CSP has also created a knowledge capture system that gathers and disseminates a wide range of infor-
mation related to the development and provision of climate services. This includes an online-searchable database
that allows users to see what climate services activities are underway in what locations, to gather and analyze
information. As part of the knowledge capture system, more than 10 CSP members are currently developing case
studies to describe specific climate services activities; in a few cases, this involves in-depth evaluations of the
service in question.

Finally, the Economics Working Group of the Climate Services Partnership is analyzing previous methods
to economically value climate services in hopes of generating knew knowledge regarding the methods are best
suited to assessing the benefits associated with various climate services. Other groups are working to develop
guidance materials for the development and use of climate information to support decision and policy-making.

The Climate Services Partnership is an open, informal network that builds on activities that are already un-
derway and works to create synergies to improve the provision and development for climate services. Its members
currently number more than 50 organizations; it seeks new participants and new initiatives.


