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Geoscientists have a crucial role to play in improving disaster risk reduction and supporting communities to build
resilience and reduce vulnerability. Across the world millions live in severe poverty, without access to many of the
basic needs that are often taken for granted – a clean water supply, a reliable food source, safe shelter and suitable
infrastructure. This lack of basic needs results in communities being particularly vulnerable to devastating natural
hazards, such as floods, earthquakes, volcanic eruptions and landslides. Here we discuss two major gaps which
can limit the engagement of geoscience students and recent graduates in the serious debates surrounding resilience
and effective disaster risk reduction: (i) Geoscience undergraduate and postgraduate courses rarely give students
the opportunity to engage with issues such as vulnerability, sustainability, knowledge exchange and cross-cultural
communication. (ii) There are very few opportunities for geoscience students to gain experience in this sector
through UK or overseas placements. Geology for Global Development (GfGD), established in 2011, is starting to
work with UK students and recent graduates to fill these gaps. GfGD aims to inspire and engage young geosci-
entists, supporting them to apply their interdisciplinary knowledge and skills to generate solutions and resources
which support NGOs, empower communities and help build resilience to natural hazards. This is being and will
be done through: (i) active university groups hosting seminars and discussion groups; (ii) blog articles; (iii) oppor-
tunities to contribute to technical papers; (iv) workshops and conferences; and (v) UK and overseas placements.
GfGD seeks to play a key role in the training and development of geoscience graduates with the necessary ‘soft-
skills’ and opportunities to make an important contribution to improving disaster risk reduction, fighting poverty
and improving people’s lives.


