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Alfred Wegener suggested in 1915 that the seven continents were once one large land mass that broke apart
creating the continents, which then drifted to their current locations. The Atlantic Ocean was created by this
process. The mid-Atlantic Ridge is an area where new sea floor is being created. The sea floor continues to spread
and the plates get bigger and bigger.

Therefore, when plates diverge and form new crust in one area, the plates must converge in another area and
be destroyed. When two continental plates meet each other this results in the formation of a mountain. As the
subducting oceanic crust melts as it goes deeper into the Earth, the newly-created magma rises to the surface and
forms volcanoes. So, the plates move towards each other. The amount of crust on the surface of the earth remains
relatively constant. In this context, the aim of this study is to elaborate some educational models to facilitate the
comprehension of plate tectonics and there results for pupils and science city visitors.



