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Syracuse (Eastern Sicily, Italy) and its vast hinterland played a crucial role in the economy of ancient Sicily,
largely because of the management, exploitation and trade of agricultural supply. Nevertheless, the socio-economic
aspects of its territorial management and the relation between the countryside and coastal centres in the complex
system of the Mediterranean markets have not yet been analysed in depth by scholars. Despite the historical,
monumental and economic importance of the surrounding area of Syracuse in the Antiquity, the knowledge of the
roman landscape and archaeological sites are still limited.
The research undertaken by Istituto per i Beni Archeologici e Monumentali – CNR of Catania (Sicily, Italy)
attempted to remedy this omission by outlining a preliminary picture of the rich historical and archaeological
heritage of Syracuse and its surrounding territory, which will be analysed using a multidisciplinary approach.
Three contexts are under exploration: Aguglia d’Agosta, an early roman funerary monument; Ponte Diddino, a
middle-late roman villa; Tavoliere-Maccaudo, a roman and byzantine settlement.
Integrated archaeological and geophysical investigations allowed a wide range knowledge of the roman-byzantine
landscapes, archaeological sites and monumental remains. This researches conducted to solve specific archaeo-
logical problems which are part of a wider debate regarding the phenomena connected to the role of settlements,
use of lands, etc. to establish new parameters for the development of ancient sicilian landscapes.


