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Turbidites: from outcrops to oil reservoirs and on to ideas
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Turbidite outcrop studies, combined with those on modern depositional systems, provided an initial and generally
successful approach to industry exploration and production. However, with progressive exploration of continental
margins, ocean slopes and deep-water basins, a new and very different set of data on turbidites has been established
from seismic and borehole information. A new generation of hypotheses on deep-marine clastic depositional sys-
tems has thus been set up, tested and iterated with the earlier ideas. The science developed by the feed-back be-
tween academia and industry regarding depositional processes, deposits and the major factors controlling turbidite
systems has been a major contribution to the scientific understanding of turbidites.



