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In the present paper an overview of published and unpublished results of archaeological and sedimentary
investigations, predominantly reflect on 14th-16th-century changes, are provided and compared to documentary
information on flood events and long-term changes. Long-term changes in flood behaviour and average water-level
conditions had long-term detectable impacts on sedimentation and fluvio-morphological processes. Moreover, the
available archaeological evidence might also provide information on the reaction of the society, in the form of
changes in settlement organisation, building structures and processes. At present, information is mainly available
concerning the 16th, and partly to the 14th-15th centuries.

Medium and short term evidence mainly corresponds to the main flood peaks or even to single catastrophic flood
events. Such processes may be identified in archaeological evidence concerning the second half of the 14th,
early 15th centuries; while most of the cases listed above were connected to the flood peak (and/or generally
increasing water-level conditions) of the late 15th and early 16th centuries. In other cases connections between
sedimentary/archaeological evidence and the mid- and late 16th-century high flood-frequency period were
presumed.

Documentary evidence referring to the same period suggests that higher flood frequency and intensity periods
occurred in the early and mid 16th century; a probably more prolonged flood rich period took place in the second
half of the 16th century, with a peak in the late 1560s-early 1570s and maybe with another at the end of the 16th
century. Earlier flood peaks in documentary evidence were detected on the Danube at the turn of the 14th-15th
centuries and in the last decades of the 15th century, continuing in the early 16th century.



