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Complex socio-ecological demographics are factors that must be considered when addressing adaptation to
the potential effects of climate change. As such, a suite of deployable climate change adaptation frameworks
is necessary. Multiple frameworks that are required to communicate the risks of climate change and facilitate
adaptation. Three principal adaptation frameworks have emerged from the literature; Scenario - Led (SL),
Vulnerability - Led (VL) and Decision — Centric (DC). This study aims to identify to what extent these adaptation
frameworks; either, planned or deployed are used in a neighbourhood vulnerable to climate change. This work
presents a criterion that may be used as a tool for identifying the hallmarks of adaptation frameworks and thus
enabling categorisation of projects.

The study focussed on the coastal zone surrounding the Sizewell nuclear power plant in Suffolk in the UK.
An online survey was conducted identifying climate change adaptation projects operating in the study area. This
inventory was analysed to identify the hallmarks of each adaptation project; Levels of dependency on climate
model information, Metrics/units of analysis utilised, Level of demographic knowledge, Level of stakeholder
engagement, Adaptation implementation strategies and Scale of adaptation implementation. The study found that
climate change adaptation projects could be categorised, based on the hallmarks identified, in accordance with the
published literature. As such, the criterion may be used to establish the matrix of adaptation frameworks present
in a given area. A comprehensive summary of the nature of adaptation frameworks in operation in a locality
provides a platform for further comparative analysis. Such analysis, enabled by the criterion, may aid the selection
of appropriate frameworks enhancing the efficacy of climate change adaptation.



