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In the US, a growing emphasis has been placed on the development of inclusive and authentic educational
experiences which promote active participation by the K-12 learning community as well as the general public in
NASA’s earth and space science research activities. In the face of growing national and international budgetary
constraints which present major challenges across all scientific research organizations around the world, the
need for scientific communities to dramatically improve strategies for effective public engagement experiences,
demonstrating the relevance of earth and space science research contributions to the citizenry, have become
paramount.

This presentation will provide an introduction to the online Venus Express Cloud tracking applet, an overview
of feedback from educational users based on classroom/pilot implementation efforts, as well as the concept’s
potential viability for the promotion of expanded public participation in the analysis of data in future planetary
exploration and research activities, nationally and internationally.
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