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In the framework of the studies dealing with geomorphosites mapping, many researches were carried out in the last
years presenting both applied examples and proposals for tourist fruition. Researchers had to face many different
challenges in transferring the knowledge about the geomorphological heritage on maps. The most relevant are
those concerning the use of maps for tourist promotion, taking into account the requirements of clearness of
representation of landforms and also the need of pointing out possible geomorphological hazards along tourist
paths.
Within the activity of the Working Group “Geomorphosites and Cultural Landscape” of AIGeo (Italian As-
sociation of Physical Geography and Geomorphology), some Italian itineraries, focused on the promotion of
the geomorphological heritage by means of geotourist maps, are presented. They have the goal of: promoting
landscape through its geomorphological and geological heritage;
disseminating geoheritage knowledge focusing its relationships with cultural landscape and human history;
assessing geomorphological hazards and possible risk situations

The proposed itineraries are localised in different Italian regions and they concern:

- the area around the remains of the Roman town of Ostra. The town is placed on the left side of the Misa
River (Marche region, Italy), atop a stream terrace dating back to the uppermost Pleistocene-early Holocene. De-
tailed geomorphological field and remote-sensing mapping started in 2015. The surveying is aimed at focusing the
geomorphological evolution as well as at assessing possible geomorphological hazard for both conservation and
exploitation scopes. A geotourist trail is proposed with the aim of highlighting and integrating geomorphological
and archaeological elements and information.

- a geotourist trail along the coastal terraced slopes of Cinque Terre (Liguria, NW Italy): worldwide con-
sidered as one of the most outstanding examples of human integration with the natural landscape within the
Mediterranean region. The Cinque Terre are has been recognized since 1997 as a World Heritage Site by UNESCO
and are currently affected by high geomorphological risk.

- the territory of the town of Bosa, north-western Sardinia (Italy). From a geological point of view the area
is characterized by the outcropping of the Oligo-Miocene volcanic sequence related to the rotational tectonic.
The geomorphological survey allowed the reconstruction of the Quaternary evolution and the assessment of
the geomorphological heritage. The itinerary proposed wants to promote, by means of a geo-tourist map, the
geomorphological heritage in its relationship with the rich cultural context and give all information for a correct
and conscious fruition of the landscape.

- the vacant railway tract Avellino-Rocchetta S. Antonio (Campania region, Italy): an inland area of the
southern Italian Apennine. Here the great diversity of landforms give rise to a rich variety of landscapes, strictly
linked with the long archaeological and cultural history, protected, in part, by the institution of regional Parks and
other kind of protected areas.

- abandoned or deactivated old mines in the Eastern Italian Alps, in order to promote their recovery for
tourist or didactic purposes. The aim of the proposed itinerary is to organize its specific fruition as well as the



preservation of their environmental and historic heritage.


