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The recent IAA Planetary Defence Conference held in Romania, focused on a hot topic:
from Threat to Action.
It is true that we ought to protect the planet but also educate the population in this
direction.
Increasing rumours about pseudo-scientific issues, such as the impact with asteroids,
comets  or  debris  of  spatial  missions,  the  effects  of  the  growing  solar  activity,  the
displacement of the terrestrial rotation axis following major earthquakes, let alone
spreading news about the end-of-the-world, show how crucial it is to prepare people to
understand what is going on in the universe and, in particular, on our planet, and how to
deal with inevitable events.
Another central question is in order: who should be in charge of this education? Perhaps
the journalists, but they lack the necessary preparation to present correct and updated
information to the public. Or the scientists, but they are extremely busy and
concentrated on their projects aimed at defending the planet and at answering the vast
array of questions that their research stirs up.
Our  goal  is  to  answer  the  following  question:  to  what  extent  is  it  the  scientist’s
responsibility and to what extent the journalist’s to educate people for the planetary
defence? In addition, we shall suggest how they can effectively co-ordinate efforts to
solve the current problems of a society submerged in increasingly sophisticated but
decreasingly informed technologies.

EPSC Abstracts
Vol. 6, EPSC-DPS2011-521, 2011
EPSC-DPS Joint Meeting 2011
c© Author(s) 2011


