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The legal systems of our Countries provide the citizenship with a high level of protection. Personal safety and the
protection of property are guaranteed by the State through organized structures among which we can include the
Civil Protection.
The progress of science and technology has greatly improved monitoring tools, currently used by the Civil
Protection, which allow, to a certain extent, to predict and prevent risk and natural hazards.
The assertion of an individual right, which in some cases has reached a constitutional rank, to benefit from Civil
Protection services and the widespread perception throughout the citizenship of the competence of the system to
prevent disasters, often causes people to take legal action against Civil Protection authorities should they fail in
their duties to protect.
However, the attempt of having both recognized an economic compensation for the suffered loss and the
punishment of those whom misled, frequently undergoes criminal law. This process could have results that may
jeopardize the effectiveness of Civil Protection service without meeting citizens’ demands.
A dual effort is thus necessary in order to solve such a problem. On the one hand, an interdisciplinary knowl-
edge needs to pervade criminal law in an attempt to relieve its self-referentiality and pretended supremacy.
On the other hand an alternative, and more agile, system –such as civil or administrative law- has to be iden-
tified in order to respond to the legitimate requests for protection in the case of a faulty behaviour of the authorities.


