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Now that the Electronic Geophysical Year (2007-2008) has concluded, a substantial number of new coordination
efforts under the heading of informatics have emerged. These efforts range from divisions/ sections in societies
such as the Geological Society of America, the American Geophysical Union and the European Geosciences
Union devoted to all aspects of informatics. In each case there has been a strong community response at their
regular meetings. These society efforts are closer to the working scientists, technologists and data producers, and
managers. At the same time, in a recognition for the need of a sustained activity such as eGY, the International
Union of Geodesy and Geophysics (IUGG) has formed a Union Commission for Data and Information and the
Committee on Data for Science and Technology (CODATA) approved a Task Group on eGY Earth and Space
Science Data Interoperability.
The International Council of Science’s (ICSU) Strategic Committee on Information and Data (SCID) implementa-
tion report was approved by the ICSU general assembly in October 2008. ICSU’s priority area
assessment strategy for ICSU to play a leadership role in the coordination of data and information efforts world-
wide. This report is being implemented and influences entities such as CODATA, and forms a new World Data
System. This presentation will give details on the abovementioned activities and indicate an emerging synergy for
Informatics across many discipline and the advancement of science and societal goals.


