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During recent years, civil protection has undergone considerable changes, both at operational level and in terms of
public opinion response. These changes are the result of a new cultural approach to catastrophes, which highlights
the responsibility of emergencies to Governments and populations, not so much in terms of response, but rather in
terms of insufficient prevention and possible delays in relief operations.

This strategic role implies understanding the complexity of disaster risk reduction, a cross-cutting theme by na-
ture, which requires political commitment, public understanding, scientific knowledge, early warning systems and
disaster response mechanisms. Further, the evolution in the perception, understanding and role played by Civil
Protection to address risks has enhanced the possibility of contributing to disaster risk reduction in a coherent way
at the national level.

Enhancing the dialogue and experience sharing of the actors dealing with disaster risk reduction is of paramount
importance.

In January 2005, just a few weeks after the tsunami claimed over 250,000 lives, 168 Governments gathered at
Kobe, Japan, at the second World Conference on Disaster Reduction and adopted the Hyogo Framework for Action
2005-2015: Building the Resilience of Nations and Communities to Disasters. The Framework lays out a detailed
ten-year plan to make risk reduction an essential component of development policies,

Among the activities highlighted in the Hyogo Framework for Action to reduce the risk of disasters there are the
need to for different sectors to collaborate on reducing the risk of disasters and for actors to share their experiences
and knowledge. Through this paper, we introduce the above mentioned collaborative sectors and the investment of
Europe into the Hyogo Framework.



