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A learning process of water cycle as complex system
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Water cycle is a very good example of a complex geosystem which has many societal impacts and drivers.
A permanent and ubiquitous question is how to increase public awareness and understanding of its extreme
behaviours, as well as of the related uncertainties. For instance, CEREVE is highly solicited to help the general
public, particularly the youth, and the local politicians to get better acquainted with the new water culture in
general and with flood risks in particular, in the nearby county Val-de-Marne.

Since 2001, May is the month of the “Festival de I’Oh”(which sounds like “Festival de 1’Eau”, i.e. the wa-
ter festival co-organized by the county council and city of Paris. “Oh » at the same time partly displays the
chemical composition of water and is an exclamation for atonishment). This festival starts with the Scientific
Days of Environment that involve researchers and students of the county, as well as collaborators of all around
the world. This conference is open to the public who can be informed from the latest research developments, in
particular with the help of some general synthesis and panel discussions. On the other hand, (young) researchers
can present their own works to a large public.

This conference is followed by a Professional Forum where students, heads of water public services or pri-
vate operators can meet. In the framework of the water festival preparation, there are several water forums for the
secondary schools. All along the year, there are regular pedagogical activities for secondary schools, in particular
in the framework of Water Houses scattered across the county.

We will discuss the importance to better evaluate the effective impact of these pedagogical events on the
public awareness and understanding, and to make the learning process more adaptive and interactive, as well as
to better address the underlying fundamental problems, e.g. the present limitations of current modelling and data
processing.



