Geophysical Research Abstracts,
Vol. 11, EGU2009-2185, 2009
EGU General Assembly 2009
© Author(s) 2009

CarboSchools: partnerships between climate researchers and secondary
school teachers. CarboOcean’s and CarboEurope’s combined initiative to
educate pupils in latest marine and terrestrial carbon cycle research
A. Volbers (1), A. Freibauer (2), P. Saugier (3), and CarboSchools Consortium ()
(1) University of Bergen, Bjerknes Center for Climate Research, Bergen, Norway (andrea.volbers@bjerknes.uib.no, +47 555
89883), (2) Johann Heinrich von Thünen-Institut, Bundesallee 50, 38116 Braunschweig, Germany
(annette.freibauer@vti.bund.de), (3) Veynes, France (saugier@nettcourrier.com)

CarboSchools links researchers from several leading carbon science laboratories in Europe with secondary
schools. In these partnerships, young Europeans conduct experiments on the impact of greenhouse gases and learn
about climate research and the reduction of emissions. Scientists and teachers co-operate to give young people
practical experience of research through true investiagtions and direct interactions with scientists. The pupils also
have the opportunity to inform the wider community about climate change by producing a final output of articles,
exhibitions, conferences etc.
Nine research institutes in seven countries are exploring how they can best motivate and support such partnerships at the regional level across a wide variety of contexts, topics, and age-groups. European co-operation
makes it possible to compare results, learn from each other and develop replicable good practive. Pupils can gain
European experience by getting involved in the Europe-wide "school CO2-web" project. In order to assess the
educational impact of the CarboSchools project, an in-depth evaluation of attitudes, beliefs, and skills will be
carried out.
Started in 2004 by CarboEurope and CarboOcean, two major European Integrated Projects on the terrestrial and marine carbon cycle, CarboSchools is currently funded by the Science and society programme of the EU
with a target of ca 100 schools directly involved. Furthermore, EPOCA, a new EU project on ocean acidification,
joins forces with CarboSchools.

