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The next generation of marine scientists are today at primary school, secondary school or at college. To encourage
them in their career, and to introduce those who are as yet undecided to the wonders of marine science, the Irish
Marine Institute has devised a series of three overlapping outreach programmes to reach children at all three levels.

Beginning at primary school, the “Explorers” programme offers a range of resources to teachers to enable
them to teach marine-related examples as part of the science or geography modules of the SESE curriculum.
These include teacher training, expert visits to schools, the installation and stocking of aquaria, field trips and
downloadable lesson plans.

For older pupils, the “Follow the Fleet” programme is a web-based education asset that allows users to
track individual merchant ships and research vessels across the world, to interact with senior crew members of
ships and to learn about their cargoes, the ports they visit and the sea conditions along the way.

Finally, the “Integrated Marine Exploration Programme (IMEP)” takes secondary school pupils and univer-
sity students to sea aboard the Marine Institute’s research vessels to give them a taste of life as a marine scientist or
to educate them in the practical day-to-day sampling and data processing tasks that make up a marine scientist’s job.



