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Technically the coal basins of Europe have generated significant Gas In Place figures that has historically generated
investor’s interest in the development of this potential coal seam gas (CSG) resource. In the early 1980’s, a wave
of international, principally American, companies arrived, established themselves, drilled and then left with a poor
record of success and disappointed investors. Recently a second wave of investment started after 2002, with the
smaller companies leading the charge but have the lesson been learned from the past failures? To select a CSG
investment project the common European approach has been to:

1. Find an old mining region;

2. Look to see if it had a coal mine methane gas problem;

3. Look for the non-mined coal seams; and

4. Peg the land.

This method is perhaps the reason why the history of CSG exploration in Europe is such a disappointment as
generally the coal mining regions of Europe do not have commercial CSG reservoir attributes. As a result, investors
and governments have lost confidence that CSG will be a commercial success in Europe. New European specific
principles for the determination of commercial CSG prospects have had to be delineated that allow for the selection
of coal basins that have a strong technical case for deliverability. This will result in the return of investor confidence.



