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The exploration of outer space, and the use of platforms in space to monitor the Earth, are increasingly international
enterprises. The spacefaring nations of the world have programs to study the moon, the Sun, the other planets of
the solar system, and the universe beyond. Space is also the domain from which navigation, communication, recon-
naissance, and resource management functions are carried out by civilian and military agencies. Recent decades
of experience have shown the immense benefits of international cooperation to pursue scientific research goals. In
turn, the products of such basic research have immense potential to improve space situational awareness and to
mitigate the effects of ”space weather” on human technology. A key to future success of space exploration is to
minimize the impacts of laws and regulations such as ITAR (International Traffic in Arms Regulations) that have
already had a devastating effect on space commerce and basic space research. In this presentation I discuss the con-
duct of forefront science in the context of sensible, prudent international space policy and evolving governmental
regulations.



