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At certain scales, flood has always been the lifeline of many people from Southeast Asian countries. People are
traditionally accustomed to living with such floods and their livelihood is adjusted accordingly to optimize the ben-
efits from the floods. However, large scale flood occasionally turns into the disaster and causes massive destruction
not only in terms of human causalities but also damage to economic, ecological and social harmonies in the re-
gion. Although economic growth is prevailing in a relative term, the capacity of people to cope with such extreme
events is weakening therefore the flood disaster risk is increasing in time. Recent examples of flood disaster in the
region clearly show the increasing severity of disaster impact. This study reveals that there are many factors, which
directly or indirectly influence the change. This paper considers the most prominent natural and socio-economic
factors and analyzes their trend with respect to flood disasters in each country’s context. A regional scale compara-
tive analysis further helps to exchange the know how and to determine what kind of strategy and policy are lacking
to manage the floods in a long run. It is also helpful in identifying the critical sectors that should be addressed first
to mitigate the potential damage from the floods.



