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The Miocene rodents of Serbia
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During the Miocene period a group of shallow lakes was created in depressions at the territory of present-day
Serbia. This caused the present wide distribution of lacustrine sediments, which occasionally alternate with the
alluvial and marsh sediments. The remains of large mammals are relatively common, while the remains of small
mammals used to be known only from two localities — Mala Miliva and Sibnica. The method of sediment sieving,
used during the last decade, led to discovery of 6 new localities with remains of fossil vertebrates - Sibnica 1,
Vracevici, village Lazarevac, Bele Vode, Brajkovac and Tavnik. Most of the fossil material is represented by
osteological and odontological remains of small mammals. The best represented group of small mammals at each
of the localities was the rodents. According to the odontological material presence was proven for 35 rodent species
from 6 families. MN zonation was determined according to structure of associations. The geological age of fossil-
bearing sediments was determined by using the method of correlation with the sites in Europe and Turkey.



