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CIMA is a Research Foundation which aim is to advance science and engineering in environmentally related
fields, focusing on public health and safety, civil protection and the preservation of terrestrial and water-related
ecosystems. This aim is accomplished through scientific research, technology transfer and high level training
services.
Here we present the "New Aphrodite school on Disasters Food and Poverty" jointly managed by CIMA Founda-
tion, and the University of Genova. The school is organized to provide to international students, professionals and
government officials, mainly from poor or developing countries, formation for the management, prediction and
prevention of natural and man made disasters.
The expertise of the teachers, mainly CIMA’s researchers, comes from a long term support of CIMA Foundation
to the Italian Civil Protection in developing the advanced national system for risk prediction, prevention and
management.
The school is organized in two levels. The first level includes an international master of science degree in
"Environmental Engineering: Sustainable Development and Risk Management", which classes are given in
English, and a master for professional and government officials in "Disasters, food and poverty". The second level
includes an international Ph.D. programme in "Information sciences and technologies for system monitoring and
environmental risk management". Short training courses for international government official are periodically
organized. At present the school is organizing short courses for officials of Civil Protections of Venezuela,
Barbados and Mozambique.
The philosophy underlying the teaching activities is to promote a multi-disciplinary approach to disaster mitiga-
tion, prevention and prediction.
Special focus is on the potential of high-tech low-cost technologies for rapid communication and disaster
monitoring, such as satellite based technologies. Such technologies are seen as the best way to support the
development of autonomous capacities in developing countries, with affordable investment costs, and to improve
globally the understanding of the phenomena leading to disasters.


