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Climate change and climate science are a core component of environment-related degree programmes, but there
are many programmes, for example business studies, that have clear linkages to climate change and sustainability
issues which often have no or limited coverage of the subject. Although an in-depth coverage of climate science
is not directly applicable to all programmes of study, the subject of climate change is of great relevance to all of
society. Graduates from the higher education system are often viewed as society’s ‘future leaders’, hence it can
be argued that it is important that all graduates are conversant in the issues of climate change and strategies for
moving towards a sustainable future. Rather than an in depth understanding of climate science it may be more
important that a wider range of students are educated in strategies for positive action. One aspect of climate
change education that may be missing, including in programmes where climate change is a core topic, is practical
strategies, skills and knowledge for reducing our impact on the climate system.

This presentation outlines an innovative approach to undergraduate climate change education which fo-
cuses on the strategies for moving towards sustainability, but which is supported by climate science understanding
taught within this context. Students gain knowledge and understanding of the motivations and strategies for
businesses to improve their environmental performance, and develop skills in identifying areas of environmental
improvement and recommending actions for change. These skills will allow students to drive positive change in
their future careers. Such courses are relevant to students of all disciplines and can give the opportunity to students
for whom climate change education is not a core part of their programme, to gain greater understanding of the
issues and an awareness of practical changes that can be made at all levels to move towards a more sustainable
society.


