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The International Reference Ionosphere (IRI) is the internationally recognized standard for the specification of
ionospheric parameters (densities, temperatures, velocities) and recently was accepted by the International Stan-
dardization Organization (ISO) as Technical Specification TS 16457. This talk will review the different ways in
which IRI has benefitted space geodetic techniques and in which, on the other hand, ionospheric data from space
geodetic techniques have impacted the IRI improvement effort in the past and which improvements are expected in
the future. We will report about recent IRI activities especially efforts that affect the parts of the model that are of
interest to space geodetic techniques, e.g., the electron density profile in the topside ionosphere and plasmasphere
and the Total Electron Content (TEC). A number of groups have used IRI together with current measurements to
update the model to current conditions. A special IRI Task Force Activity in 2009 brought representatives from
these groups together to discuss the future development of a Real-Time IRI (RT-IRI) based on the assimilation of
real-time data, like the data from space geodetic techniques, into IRI .


