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REDD, which stands for ’Reducing Emissions from Deforestation and Forest Degradation in Developing Coun-
tries’ - is an effort to create a financial value for the carbon stored in forests, offering incentives for developing
countries to reduce emissions from forested lands and invest in low-carbon paths to sustainable development.
The UN-REDD Programme, a collaborative partnership between FAO, UNDP and UNEP launched in September
2008, supports countries to develop capacity to REDD and to implement a future REDD mechanism in a post-
2012 climate regime. The programme works at both the national and global scale, through support mechanisms
for country-driven REDD strategies and international consensus-building on REDD processes.
The UN-REDD Programme gathers technical teams from around the world to develop common approaches,
analyses and guidelines on issues such as measurement, reporting and verification (MRV) of carbon emissions
and flows, remote sensing, and greenhouse gas inventories. Within the partnership, FAO supports countries on
technical issues related to forestry and the development of cost effective and credible MRV processes for emission
reductions. While at the international level, it fosters improved guidance on MRV approaches, including consensus
on principles and guidelines for MRV and training programmes.It provides guidance on how best to design and
implement REDD, to ensure that forests continue to provide multiple benefits for livelihoods and biodiversity
to societies while storing carbon at the same time. Other areas of work include national forest assessments and
monitoring of in-country policy and institutional change.
The outcomes about the role of satellite remote sensing technologies as a tool for monitoring, assessment,
reporting and verification of carbon credits and co-benefits under the REDD mechanism are here presented.


