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Organic aerosol should be regarded as reactive intermediates. Semi-volatile and condensed-phase organic com-
pounds are for the most part reaction products derived from more volatile precursors, and yet they are also pre-
cursors for much more volatile oxidation products. In this talk we shall describe an emerging framework – the
two-dimensional volatility basis set – that describes both volatility and the oxidation state of condensed-phase
organics. While individual organic compounds can be placed in this space, our framework is equally capable of
describing sequential chemical reactions of the aggregate mass of organics in this space. As an example we shall
describe the sequential oxidation (aging) of a series of organic compounds that ultimately lead to the formation
of highly oxidized, low volatility organic aerosol that is observed throughout the atmosphere and that dominates
organic aerosol mass at remote locations.


