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The EUR-OCEANS Consortium is the follow-up structure of the homonym European Network of Excellence
(NoE; 2005-2008, FP6 contract number 511106). It is a scientific network, benefiting from and relying upon the
institutional commitment of the 27 research performing organisations forming its core (paying) membership. It
aims at the long-term harmonization of European research efforts related to ocean ecosystems undergoing anthro-
pogenic and natural forcing. More specifically, its objectives are to facilitate and promote: (1) top-level scientific
research on the impacts of anthropogenic and natural forcing on ocean ecosystems, fostering collaborations across
the European Research Area; (2) the optimal use of any shared technical infrastructures and scientific facilities;
and (3) activities to spread excellence, such as the training of scientific personnel and students, or knowledge dis-
semination towards the general public and socio-economic users. A particular focus is put during the first scientific
coordination mandate on the building of scenarios for marine ecosystems under anthropogenic and natural forcing
in the XXI Century, and on the improvement of the science-policy interface. Through calls for projects and net-
working activities, the Consortium seeks to favour the emergence of coordinated projects on key hot topics on one
hand, and the crystallisation of scientific priorities and strategies that could serve as input to ERA-NETs, ESFRI,
Joint Programming Initiatives and European Research Planning actors in general. While being an active standalone
structure, the Consortium is also engaged in the Euromarine FP7 project (submitted) aiming at the definition of a
common coordinating or integrating structure for the three follow-up entities of FP6 marine science NoEs (Ma-
rine Genomics Europe, MarBEF, EUR-OCEANS). The 2009-2011 strategy and activity plan of EUR-OCEANS
will be presented and the involvement of EUR-OCEANS members in other key projects or programmes will be
summarized.


