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EMSO, a Research Infrastructure listed within ESFRI (European Strategy Forum on Research Infrastructures)
Roadmap (Report 2006, http://cordis.europa.eu/esfri/roadmap.htm), is the European-scale network of multi-
disciplinary seafloor observatories from the Arctic to the Black Sea with the scientific objective of long-term
real-time monitoring of processes related to geosphere/biosphere/hydrosphere interactions. EMSO will enhance
our understanding of processes through long time series appropriate to the scale of the phenomena, constituting
the new frontier of studying Earth interior, deep-sea biology and chemistry and ocean processes. The development
of an underwater network is based on previous EU-funded projects since early ’90 and is being supported by
several EU initiatives, as the on-going ESONET-NoE, coordinated by IFREMER (2007-2011, http://www.esonet-
emso.org/esonet-noe/), and aims at gathering together the Research Community of the Ocean Observatories. In
2006 the FP7 Capacities Programme launched a call for Preparatory Phase (PP) projects, that will provide the
support to create the legal and organisational entities in charge of managing the infrastructures, and coordinating
the financial effort among the countries. Under this call the EMSO-PP project was approved in 2007 with the
coordination of INGV and the participation of other 11 Institutions of 11 countries. The project has started in
April 2008 and will last 4 years.
The EMSO is a key-infrastructure both for Ocean Sciences and for Solid Earth Sciences. In this respect it will
enhance and complement profitably the capabilities of other European research infrastructures such as EPOS,
ERICON-Aurora Borealis, and SIOS. The perspective of the synergy among EMSO and other ESFRI Research
Infrastructures will be outlined.

EMSO Partners: IFREMER-Institut Français de Recherche pour l’exploitation de la mer (France, ref. Roland
Person); KDM-Konsortium Deutsche Meeresforschung e.V. (Germany, ref. Christoph Waldmann); IMI-Irish
Marine Institute (Ireland, ref. Michael Gillooly); UTM-CSIC-Unidad de Tecnologia Marina - Consejo Superior
de Investigaciones Cientificas (Spain, ref. Juan Jose Danobeitia); UGOT-Goteborgs Universitet (Sweden, ref. Per
Hall); HCMR-Hellenic Centre for Marine Research (Greece, ref. Vasilios Likousis); NOCS-National Oceanog-
raphy Centre Southampton (United Kingdom, ref. Henry A. Ruhl); UiT-University of Tromsø (Norway, ref.
Jürgen Mienert); FCT-Fundação para a Ciência e a Tecnologia (Portugal, ref. Jorge Miguel Alberto de Miranda);
ITU-Istanbul Teknik Universitesi (Turkey, ref. Namik Çagatay); NIOZ-Stichting Koninklijk Nederlands Instituut
voor Onderzoek der Zee (The Netherlands, ref. Jens Greinert).


