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Tillage (6 %), and herbicides (89 %) are the most widespread soil management methods in eastern Spain citrus
orchards. The bare soils, the high intensity thunderstorms and the steep slopes result in high erosion rates. Over the
last 3 years an experimental station has been developed at Montesa municipality in order to determine the effect
of different types of mulch, geotextiles and catch crops. Rainfall simulation experiments on 20 m2 plots shown
that soil losses can be control by catch crops (85 %), chipped pruned branches (89 %), straw mulch (97 %) and
geotextiles (99 %). Then, vegetation can contribute to control the soil and water losses on the highly erodible soil
of Mediterranean orchards.


