
Geophysical Research Abstracts
Vol. 12, EGU2010-2666, 2010
EGU General Assembly 2010
© Author(s) 2010

eGY-Africa: addressing the digital divide for science in Africa
Monique Petitdidier (1), Charles Barton (2), Victor Chukwuma (3), and Les Cottrell (4)
(1) IPSL/LATMOS, 10-12 Avenue de l’Europe, 78140 VELIZY, France , (2) Australian National University, Research School
of Earth Sciences, Kingston, Australia , (3) Department of Physics, Olabisi Onabanjo University, PO Box 351, Ago-Iwoye,
Ogun State NIGERIA, (4) SLAC National Accelerator Lab, Menlo Park, CA, US

As the world of science becomes increasingly Internet-dependent, so the African scientists become increasingly
isolated. eGY-Africa is a bottom-up initiative by African scientists and their collaborators to try to reduce this
digital divide by a campaign of advocacy for better institutional facilities. The present status of Internet services,
problems, and plans are being mapped via a combination of a survey questionnaire-based survey and direct mea-
surement of Internet performance (the PingER Project). Information is being gathered on policy statements and
initiatives aimed at reducing the Digital Divide. eGY-Africa is establishing National groups of concerned scientists
and engaging with those initiatives with related goals. Finally, and perhaps most important of all, eGY-Africa is
seeking to engage with the many other programs, initiatives, and bodies that share the goal of reducing the Digital
Divide – either as a direct policy objective, or indirectly as a means to an end, such as the development of capabil-
ities in science and technology in Africa. The expectation is that informed opinion from the scientific community
at the institutional, national, and international levels can be used to influence the decision makers and donors who
are in a position to deliver better Internet capabilities.


