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The Lateglacial-Early Holocene transition is characterized by rapid oscillations between warm and cold episodes.
Their impact on ecosystem dynamics was particularly pronounced in north-western Europe where hunter-gatherer
societies experienced a succession of environmental transformations, including the expansion and dispersal of bi-
otic communities and changing herbivore habitats. Recent archaeozoological studies and AMS direct dating on
mammalian bones/or bone collagen allow to map and precise this process at a supra-regional scale (France). At
regional scales (i.e. Paris Basin & Jura-Northern French Alps), results indicate a rapid faunal reorganisation at the
end of Lateglacial that will be presented in detail. Composition of faunal assemblages remains then unchanged dur-
ing the Early Holocene. By contrast, significant herbivore habitat changes are recorded during the Early Holocene
by other proxies (pollen data and isotopic data) and a decrease in Red Deer size through time is evidenced by os-
teometrical analyses. Hypotheses regarding the kind of adaptation process experienced by the faunal communities
through time will be presented. Factors that may have controlled the observed changes will be discussed.


