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Vulnerability of settlements around Mt. Cameroon volcano, Cameroon
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Located at the bottom of the Gulf of Guinea, Cameroon is exposed to a large variety of natural hazards, including
volcanism. Most of the hazard are concentrated around the active volcano Mt. Cameroon which combines effusive
and explosive types of activity. The threatened stakes are numerous and different exposed: people, settlements,
industrial plantations, petrol refinery and many other factories and infrastructures.
Until 2005, no risk management plans has been available. In 2006, the French Embassy in Cameroon, within
the framework of a financial convention between Cameroon and France, put in place the GRINP (Management
of Natural Risks and Civil Protection) project whose objective was to reinforce the capacity of Cameroon’s
civil protection department and thus, contribute to the improvement of the security of the population faced
with catastrophes. The objective was to realize a Risk Prevention Plan at a local council scale, and taking into
consideration the specific natural risks of each zone. The general objective of the RPP was to clearly draw land
use maps for risks zones, showing the overlay of stakes with risk of different intensities.
In 2008 European Commission funded the Mia-Vita project (Mitigating and Assessing Volcanic Impacts on
Terrain and human Activities). The aim of the project is to improve the crisis management capabilities based
on monitoring and early warning systems and secure communications; reduction of people’s vulnerability and
development of recovering capabilities after an event occurs for both local communities and ecological systems.
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