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Under a suite of global climate change scenarios, the Fourth Assessment Report of the Intergovernmental Panel
on Climate Change projects the Mediterranean region as a climate change “Hot Spot™ particularly vulnerable to
drought. In this study we use the CMIP3 simulations and projections to focus on the “transition phase” from
recent past conditions to the much drier conditions expected at the end of the 21st century. Recent decadal changes
observed in the Mediterranean region in a range of hydro-climatic variables are presented. The role of natural
multi-decadal variations versus forced changes is discussed.



