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Stable Isotope Profiles from a Lock of Hair Provide Information of Illegal
People Trafficking Route used by a Vietnamese Organised Crime Group
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A young man with Asian features was left in the A&E department of a hospital in Gwent, South Wales (UK) by
persons unknown and died shortly thereafter. A hit in the Interpol fingerprint database provided some information
regarding the victim’s nationality but there was no record of this individual ever having entered the UK, at least
not legally.
On behalf of Gwent Police, stable isotope analysis was carried out on a lock of scalp hair to generate chronological
profiles for diet or nutritional changes as well as a recent geographic life trajectory.
Moving from the oldest part of the hair (the tip) to the most recently formed part (near the scalp) the longitudinal
2H isotope profiles suggested the following. At 15 months prior to death, the victim spent approx. 2.5-3 months
spent in Eastern Europe (most likely the Ukraine)) followed by a direct move to Central Europe (e.g. Germany).
Subsequent to this move from the Ukraine to Germany, the victim lived in Germany for about 6 -7 months from
where he moved to the UK eventually to arrive at his final location of residency on or near the UK’s West Coast
(South Wales). In contrast to the move from Eastern Europe to Central Europe, this move was not a direct transition
from one location to another. This move either happened in stages over a period of 1.5 to 2 months interrupted by
brief stays (< 0.5 month) at different locations, or the period between leaving Central Europe and arriving at the
final location was characterized by frequent travel and change of location not necessarily related to or influenced
by the final area of residency.
The information provided by stable isotope analysis in conjunction with enquiries carried out under Operation
C#$#$## showed that the victim (a Vietnamese man) was indeed smuggled into the UK illegally and the trafficking
route did run through the Ukraine via Germany into the UK. Once in the UK the victim was moved between Dover,
London and Birmingham before eventually being settled down in South Wales, where he lived and was forced to
work as Cannabis farmer for an organised Vietnamese crime group during the final 2.5 months of his life.

